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GBNERR recelves $5.9 m|II|on facilities grant

The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Marine Resources
(DMR) Grand Bay Na- [i#
tional Estuarine Research &
Reserve (GBNERR) has
received a $5.9 million |§
grant from the National |
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)
Estuarine Reserves Divi-
sion for construction of
permanent facilities. Plan-
ning and construction of
thefacilitieswill takeplace
over the next three years.

“We have been working
closely with Sen. Thad
Cochran’s office and
NOAA to secure this
grant, and we very much
appreciate the assistance
we have received,” said
DMR Executive Director
William Walker. “These
permanent facilities will
enable us to more effec-
tively conduct our educa-

DMR Executive Director Will-
iam Walker talks about the
partnerships with NOAA, Sen.
Thad Cochran’s office and U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service that
made the GBNERR facilities
grant possible during an open
house on Dec. 5 atthereserve.

DMR launches dyster relief effort project

The DMR is currently working on a
project to promote good stewardship
among oyster harvesters. The project is
called Mississippi Oyster Relief Effort
(MORE). The first phase of the project is
to conduct avoluntary survey of both com-
mercial and recreational oyster fishermen.
This survey is designed to solicit input
from fishermen about methodsthey useto
protect and conserve Mississippi’s valu-
able oyster resources. Examples of ideas
already submitted include cuMmg oysters. .
carefully and returning asmany-small.oy
tersto the water as possible and for:

. __—' = = :.

The GBNERR unveiled
the master plan concept
for thefacilitiesat apress
conference held Dec. 5.
The new facilities, which
will follow guidelines of
| the U.S. Green Building
| Council, will incorporate
energy efficient and envi-
ronmentally sound con-
struction materials and

men to return the shells of the oysters

The GBNERR facilities master plan concept
model. Once completed, the facility will be one
of the only “green” structures—constructed
using environmentally friendly practices and
materials—in Mississippi.
tion and research programs
and to provide a unique
window through which the
public can enjoy this spec-
tacular environmental area.”

“l am pleased that funds
are being released to con-
struct permanent facilities
for research and education
that will benefit our stateand
nation,” said U.S. Sen. Thad
Cochran.

techniques.

Through a partnership
with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the new
facilitieswill be constructed on federal prop-
erties at the GBNERR's current office loca
tion and will house the GBNERR and the
Grand Bay National Wildlife Refuge offices.

“Weare pleased to support the Grand Bay

See FACILITIES, page 4

Inside this issue...

CRMP releases stormwater
toolbox to cities, counties

DMR receives coastal fire
management co-op grant

Winners of DMR 2004 calendar
art contest

Marine Patrol Citation Totals

Clean marina program under
development

NERR Notes

Seafood Safety Corner

Calendar of Events

Doc’s Fishing Tips

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources

Winter 2004



Coastal Markers is a publication of the

-ﬁ?’;‘; Mississippi Department
%ﬁ-" of Marine Resources
1141 Bayview Avenue, Suite 101
Biloxi, MS 39530

(228) 374-5000

www.dmr.state.ms.us

State of Mississippi
Haley Barbour
Governor

Mississippi Commission on
Marine Resources
Rickey J. Hemba, Chairman
Recreational Sports Fisherman

Mikel C. Gusa, Vice Chairman
Charter Boat Operator

Vernon Asper, Ph.D.
Nonprofit Environmental Organization

Oliver Sahuque
Commercial Fisherman

Rudy A. Lesso
Commercial Seafood Processor

William W. Walker, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Fred Deegen, Ph.D.
Deputy Director

Coastal Markers is produced by
the Office of Public Affairs

Lauren S. Thompson
Editor-in-Chief
Susan Lepoma Perkins
Writer/Editor/Graphic Designer

Marti Schuman
Writer/Editor

This publication was funded through
afederal grant fromthe National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), Office of Ocean and Coastal
Resource Management under the
Coastal Zone Management Act of
1972, as amended.

Managing your marine resources
today...for a sound tomorrow.

Director’'s Notes
Dr. William Walker

It iswith a great deal
of hope and optimism
that we open the pages
of yet another year in
the annals of marine re-
sources management in Mississippi.

A new governor and administration in
Jackson bring a fresh perspective, new
ideas and high expectations for improv-
ing governmental services to help meet
theincreased needs of the citizensof this
state. We at the Department of Marine
Resources are up to that challenge, and
the many seeds planted last year should
begin to blossom to fruition in 2004.

From all indications, the overall health
of our marine resources is good. Shrimp
landings consistently hover from about
14 to 16 million pounds each year, even
though our shrimp fishermen continueto
suffer because of low prices for their
catch. Landings of crabs and finfish are
also consistent with former years, an in-
dication of the continued health and pro-
ductivity of these important species.
Oyster landings also will easily exceed
last year’s catch of some 391,000 sacks.

We haverecently distributed morethan
$5 million in Tidelands Trust Funds that
will provide enhanced public access to
coastal and marine resources and at the
same time provide needed research fo-
cused on important management oppor-
tunities such as the development of a
speckled trout hatchery facility and as-
sociated seatrout stocking program. A
joint program between the DMR and
USM’ s Gulf Coast Research Laboratory,
thiseffort will do much towards enhanc-
ing the stocks of the state’s most favor-
ite species among sports fishermen.

A CIAP-funded project that will utilize
sophisticated CODAR radar to help ma-
rine patrol officers locate and track ves-
selsin distress and even individualsin
the water isalso currently in the works.

These are but a few of the new initia-
tives we have planned for the coming
year, but they will be milestone programs
in helping the agency fulfill its steward-
ship role in the wise management of our
coastal and marine resources not just in
2004, but in the more distant future.

Executive Director

Boat and Water Safety Course
Schedule (January-March 2004)

Call the DMR Boat and Water Safety Bu-
reau at (228) 435-1332 for more details.
All classes are free. Pre-registration is
required.

e Jan. 10, Mississippi Power Co. Audito-
rium, 2326 Telephone Road, Pascagoula,
9am.-4p.m.

e Jan. 12-13, Mississippi Power Co. Audi-
torium, 300 U.S. 90, Bay St. Louis, 6-9 p.m.
e Jan. 26-27, Mississippi Power Co. Audi-
torium, 2326 Telephone Road, Pascagoula,
6-9p.m.

e Jan. 31, Mississippi Power Co. Audito-
rium, 300 Hwy. 90, Bay St. Louis,
9am.-4p.m.

* Feb. 2-3, Bolton Building Auditorium, 1141
Bayview Ave,, Biloxi, 6-9 p.m.

 Feb. 7, Mississippi Power Co. Auditorium,
2326 Telephone Road, Pascagoula,
9am.-4p.m.

e Feb. 14, Mississippi Power Co. Audito-
rium, 300 U.S. 90, Bay St. Louis,
9am.-4p.m.

 Feb. 21, Bolton Building Auditorium, 1141
Bayview Ave,, Biloxi, 9 am.-4 p.m.

e Feb. 23-24, Mississippi Power Co. Audi-
torium, 2326 Telephone Road, Pascagoula,
6-9p.m.

e Feb. 25-26, Mississippi Power Co. Audi-
torium, 300 U.S. 90, Bay St. Louis, 6-9 p.m.
e March 1-2, Bolton Building Auditorium,
1141 Bayview Ave,, Biloxi, 6-9 p.m.

e March 6, Mississippi Power Co. Audito-
rium, 2326 Telephone Road, Pascagoula,
9am.-4p.m.

Thank you!

A very special thanks to the following
employeeswho contributed to thisissue
of Coastal Markers:

Jennifer Buchanan Ruth Posadas

Jeff Clark Rhonda Price
Kerwin Cuevas Katie Rosetti
Jeff Davis Dave Ruple
Dr. Fred Deegen Kevin Schultz
Dale Diaz Amy Taylor
Marcia Garcia Mike Walker

Scott Gordon
Stanley Hamilton

Frank Wescovich
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CRMP releases stormwater toolbox to cities, counties

Citiesand counties along the Mis-

sissippi Gulf Coast faced with com- |
plying with EPA mandates on pollu- |-
tion are getting somewelcome assis- |

tance from the DMR’s Comprehen-
sive Resource Management Plan
(CRMP). To help Coast cities and
counties successfully comply with
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’ sregulationsrequiring them
to implement stormwater manage-
ment plans, the DMR’'s CRMP has

developed a valuable resource |

known asthe Mississippi Gulf Coast
Stormwater Management Toolbox.
Two yearsin the making, this hefty
two-volume guideto stormwater man-
agement rules and regulations was

=7 tionprevention/good housekeeping for

municipal operations.
Besides its value as a tool to assist

‘| the coastal communitiesin complying
:| with the EPA’s mandate to implement

/| stormwater runoff and pollution manage-

ment plans, the stormwater toolbox can

1 also be used by the six southern coun-

Gary Fitzpatrick (center) of the City of Gulfport receives
the two-volume Mississippi Gulf Coast Stormwater
Management Toolbox from DMR Executive Director Wil-
liam Walker (right) and CRMP Staff Officer Marcia Garcia

ties and cities as a resource to better

i manage stormwater runoff inthe future.

The toolbox was produced by the
DMR/CRMPthrough funding fromthe
Mississippi Department of Environ-
mental Quality, which administers the
Mississippi Coastal | mpact Assistance
Program (CIAP). CIAP is a federally
sponsored program that provides

(left) at CRMP’s October meeting.

distributed to coastal city and county offi-
cialsat the CRMP' s October meeting to as-
sist them in developing their plans to man-
age stormwater runoff and in selecting best
management practices. It is a comprehen-
sive collection of EPA-recommended

quiring smaller communities, also known as
small municipal separate storm sewer sys-
tems (M $4s), to be permitted.

On the Mississippi Gulf Coast, there are
14 Phase |l communities including:
Hancock, Harrison and Jackson counties;

money for the state and countiesto address
issuesthat relate to the coastal environment
and ecology.

The toolbox was designed to be a re-
source document for city and county en-
gineers, public works directors, devel op-

ers and contractors, road mainte-

best management practices on

stormwater management and includes “This is another prime example of col-
laboration and partnerships by city and
county leaders who have been working
on smart growth issues for the region
forthe past fiveyears.”
CRMP Director

model ordinances and vendor lists.
Eco-Systems, Inc. was lead consult-
ant on the stormwater toolbox project.
Neel-Schaffer also played arole in the
development of the toolbox.
“Thisisanother prime example of col-

—Tina Shumate,

nance crews, city and county plan-
ners, and professional engineersfor
sel ecting measuresto employ as part
of their stormwater runoff manage-
ment program. It also contains in-
formation that will assist local deci-
sion-makers with stormwater runoff
management decisions and provide

|aboration and partnershipsby city and
county leaders who have been working on
smart growth issues for the region for the
past five years,” said CRMP Director Tina
Shumate.

In 1972, the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System program (NPDES) was
established under the authority of the Clean
Water Act. The Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality isdelegated by EPA
to run the state's NPDES programs. Phase |
of the NPDES stormwater program was es-
tablished in 1990. It required NPDES permit
coveragefor large or medium municipalities
that have populations of 100,000 or more.
There are no Phase | communities on the
Mississippi Gulf Coast. Phase Il of the
NPDES Stormwater programwas signed into
law in December 1999. Thisregulation builds
upon the existing Phase | program by re-

and the cities of Bay St. Louis, Waveland,
Biloxi, D’Iberville, Gulfport, Long Beach,
Pass Christian, Gautier, Moss Point, Ocean
Springs, and Pascagoula. All these areas
werenamed inthe Federal Register and were
federally mandated to develop and imple-
ment aStormwater Phase |l Program to man-
age stormwater runoff.

Those communities permitted under Phase
Il are required to develop and implement a
comprehensive stormwater management
program that includes six minimum mea-
sures:. (1) public education and outreach on
stormwater impacts; (2) publicinvolvement/
participation; (3) illicit discharge detection
and elimination; (4) construction site
stormwater runoff control; (5) post-construc-
tion stormwater management for new devel-
opment and redevelopment; and (6) pollu-

many long-term benefits to Coast
communities.

“The toolbox is a valuable tool with a
wealth of information that will promote
water quality protection and management
into the lifestyle of the coastal commu-
nity,” said Marcia Garcia, CRMP staff of-
ficer and project manager. " But it would
not have been possible without the guid-
ance and support from the CRMP stake-
holders, the stormwater management com-
mittee, the CIAP coordinators, and repre-
sentatives from each of the designated
Stormwater Phase || entities.”

CRMP is focused on the development
and implementation of a comprehensive
strategy and the necessary toolsto better
manage the impacts of economic growth
and development on the environment of
the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

The Mississippi Stormwater Management Toolbox is now available online.

Visit the DMR Web site at www.dmr.state.ms.us. Click on CRMP, then click on Storm water.
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DMR receives coastal f|re management co-op grant

heDMR wasrecently named [EEF
lead agency for the Coastal
Mississippi Fire Management
Cooperative CIAP grant. Itspur-
pose is to expand the applica-
tion of prescribedfiremanagement [
incoastal Mississippi toreducethe |
risks of severe wildfires and maxi-
mize the ecological functions of [#&
fire-adapted coastal ecosystems.
“It is critical that we address
the problem of altered fire re-
gimes in coastal Mississippi by
shifting our focus from fire sup-
pression to managing fire-

adapted ecosystems,” said DMR The Dantzler Nature Preserve is managed through fire, maklng
way for native plant species and reducing the risks of wildfires.

Executive Director William Walker.
“This grant will allow us to work
collaboratively to do that.”

Fire playsavital rolein shaping many of
the ecosystems common to coastal Mis-
sissippi. Nearly all terrestrial and many
wetland ecosystems experience fire at
someinterval, and many include plantsand
animals adapted to or dependent on peri-
odic fires. When key attributes of afire-
adapted ecosystem are altered—for ex-
ample, by fire suppression—the natural
character and ecol ogical functionsof these
ecosystems may be dramatically altered
and degraded.

On the Mississippi Gulf Coast, altered
fire regimes are primarily the result of fire
suppression and changing land use. The
suppression of natural periodic fires and
the underuse of prescribed fire has re-
sulted, in some instances, in a dangerous

money for the state and coun-
tiesto addressissuesthat relate
to the coastal environment and
ecology.

Goals of the Coastal Mississippi
Fire Management Cooperative:

* Provide training and equip-
ment that will improve loca ca
pacity to implement fire manage-
ment in the coastal area;

» Hold regular meetingsthat will
| promote and increase under-
standing and communi cation be-
tween fire managers, i.e., county
firecoordinators; local fire depart-

buildup of fuelsand in altered habitats with
degraded ecol ogical functions. Thetrendin
such areasistoward wildfires of increasing
intensity and severity that threaten ecosys-
tem health aswell aslives and property.
The Coastal Mississippi Fire Management
Cooperative is a collaborative effort of
Hancock, Harrison, and Jackson County Fire
Coordinators, the Mississippi Forestry Com-
mission, the Land Trust for the Missi ssippi
Coastal Plain, the DMR, the USDA Forest
Service, The Nature Conservancy, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and the Missis-
sippi Department of Environmental Quality.
This cooperative effort is made possible
through funding from the Mississippi De-
partment of Environmental Quality (DEQ),
which administers the Mississippi Coastal
Impact Assistance Program (CIAP). CIAPis
afederally sponsored program that provides

ments; volunteer fire depart-
ments; federal, state and private
conservation land managers; Mississippi
Forestry Commission and the DEQ;

« Create and implement afire management
plan for the coastal area using Coopera-
tive resources and Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU);

* |dentify measures of success for eco-
logical lift and hazard reduction;

* Design pilot projects (prescribed fires)
that will help the Cooperative develop pro-
cedures, capacity and communication;

« Foster public outreach/educati on about
prescribed fire management, both fireecol -
ogy in the coastal plain and hazard
reduction;

» Form a subcommittee or South Missis-
sippi Prescribed Fire Council that will share
information among fire managersand land
managers and review state laws regarding
fire and smoke management.

FACILITIES, continued from
page 1
Reservein expandingitscapacity to serve
thelocal and regional communities,” said
Eldon Hout, director of NOAA'’s Office
of Ocean and Coastal Resource Manage-
ment. “This facility will provide citizens
with a venue to gain hands-on educa-
tional experiences and training. On ana-
tional level, the reserveis a platform for
research and monitoring. Thisfacility will
be used by visiting scientists and stu-
dentswho areimproving our understand-
ing of the coastal environment.”

The master plan for the new facilities
consists of education/training, interpre-
tative, research, dormitory and adminis-
trative components to provide support

for outside scientists and educators and to
support the research, education and stew-
ardship functions of the GBNERR.

“The permanent facilities at the reserve
will allow us to better address our mission
to foster a greater understanding and ap-
preciation of our vital coastal resources,”
said GBNERR manager Dave Ruple. “Weare
extremely enthusiastic about the opportu-
nity to construct a ‘green’ facility, using a
variety of energy- and resource-efficient ma-
terials and techniques during the planning,
construction and operational phasesof this
project.”

The Grand Bay Reserve is located in
southeast Jackson County and includeswild
lands and waterways from Bangs Lake to
the Alabama state line. A major goal of the

Grand Bay Reserve is to provide for re-
search coordination and dissemination of
scientific datato the community and local
decision-makers to provide sound infor-
mation on which to base management de-
cisions. Themorethan 18,000-acrereserve
is home to several rare plant and animal
species and serves as an essential nurs-
ery habitat for numerous important com-
mercial and recreational fish species.

The GBNERR is managed through
state-federal partnership between the
DMR and itslocal partners: Mississi ppi
Secretary of State’ s Office, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Mississippi State Uni-
versity, The University of Southern
Mississippi, The Nature Conservancy
and NOAA.
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DMR announces calendar art contest winners

The DMR has announced
thewinnersof the“Preserving
and Enjoying Mississippi’s
Coastal Resources’ 2004 Ma-
rine Information Calendar art
contest.

In an effort to promote
awareness of the value of our
coastal resources, the DMR
held an art contest for high
school students in the three

Mississippi Depamneﬁ'-t of Marina Resources
2004 Marine Information Calendar

Tediniwm | Sardred SororThres o« Mo %o o Sk

The artwork of Amanda Kistler is featured on the cover of the

EimhAvadiaks - LG e Thiry Bexd | Lo yians

DMR’s 2004 Marine Information Calendar.

Coast counties. Studentswere
asked to create artwork illus-
trating the contest theme: “Pre-
serving and Enjoying
Mississippi’s Coastal Re-
sources.” The winning art-
work appears in the 2004 cal-
endar.

“The student artwork fea-
tured in this calendar clearly
shows that the young folksin
our community understand the
importance of our coastal re-
sources,” said DMR Executive
Director William Walker. “By
nurturing this awareness
through education, we can
help our childrento grow to be
wise stewards of their coastal
environment.”

The winners have their art-
work featured on the months
listed:

* January: Christina Jackson
of Vancleave High School;

* February: Blake Thames of
Moss Point High School;

* March: Brad Osborne of

May

June

Pascagoula High School;

*April: Samantha Miller of
D’ Iberville High School;

* May: Josh Welsh of Moss
Point High School;

» June: Kelsey Carter of
Vancleave High School;

» July: Heath Fitzgerald of
Vancleave High School;

» August: AmandaKistler of
Pascagoula High School;

» September: Samantha
Taggart of Moss Point High
School;

* October: Kyle Marcellus of
Ocean Springs High School;

* November: Larhonda Gal-
loway of Pascagoula High
School;

* December: Michelle
Dupree of Vancleave High
School.

The artwork of Jonathan
Laforce of D’lberville High
School, Courtney Dobbs of
D’ Iberville High School and
Joel Calhoun of D’lberville
High School appears on the

calendar’ s back cover.

The calendar highlights De-
partment of Marine Resources
programs and containstidein-
formation, sunrise and sunset
times, moon phases, reef coor-
dinates, size and possession
limits, boating safety informa-
tion, Mississippi saltwater fish-
ing records and marine debris
information.

August
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Oyster season: Sack total on the rise

Mississippi oyster sea-
son opened in select har-
vest areason Sept. 10 and
inall areason Oct. 10.

Asof Dec. 31, 2003, the
season sack total was
287,701, which is greater
than what was harvested
atthat timelast oyster sea-
son. Last year on Dec. 31,
the sack total was 160,379.

Thisyear’ shigh produc-
tionisattributed tofavor-
ableweather conditonsre-

by harvesters; new reef pass last year’s tota

acreage created by cultch plants; hard work
on the part of the oyster harvesters; and
flexibility of management given to the Com-
missionon MarineResourcesandtheDMR G

[ N

Photos Celebrate
Pascagoula River

DMR coastal ecologist Leah Bray visits
the Paradise in Peril: Preserving the
Pascagoula photo exhibit at the Walter
Anderson Museum of Art in Ocean
Springs during the opening reception
held Oct. 29. The photos in the exhibit
are from the “Paradisein Peril” series
which ran in The Sun Herald during
November. The sponsors of the exhibit
include the DMR, ChevronTexaco, River
Smart, The Sun Herald and the Missis-
sippi Secretary of State’s Office. The
Pascagoula River is the last free-flow-
ing, unimpeded major river system in

Qe lower 48 states. /

2
sulting 'n.fewer .re_ef (?lO- The 2002-2003 oyster season sack total was 391,635 sacks.
sures; earlier participation The landings for the 2003-2004 season are on track to sur-

by the state legislature.

“All signs point to aproductive season,”

said DMR Shellfish Bureau Director Scott

ordon.

Marine Patrol

Citation Totals
(October-December 2003)

Shrimp 1
Crab 6
Oyster 56
Commercial Net Fishing 9
Live Bait 2
Miscellaneous Seafood 2
Recreational Fishing 33
Boat and Water Safety 16
Marine Litter 2
Miscellaneous 13

Boat and Water
Safety Statistics

(October-December 2003)

10
84

Classes held
Students certified
Outreach events
Presentations
Boating accidents
Fatalities

Sound Advice

Lt. Frank Wescovich

Spring is just
around the corner
and hopefully ev-
eryone made it
through the cold
days of winter with-
out too much
trouble. It istime to
start getting the boat and all associated
gear ready for thewarmer weather trips.
Here are some tips that should help to
make your outings on the water more
trouble free.

1. Fill your fuel tank with fresh fuel
and test run your engine before ventur-
ing out. Old fuel that was left in the
tank might work, but is it worth taking
the chance?

2. Check out your lifejackets, flarekits,
fire extinguishers, first aid kits, etc.
Check expiration dates on items and re-
plenish as necessary. DMR Boating
Safety will be happy to providerequired
equipment lists and check sheets for
these items.

3. Check out your running lights, ra-
dio and other electronics. Replace any
batteriesthat may have goneweak over
the winter. Make sure you have spare
fusesonboard for electronicsand elec-
trical items.

4. Check your main starting battery.
Make sure it is fully charged and ca-
pableof holding acharge. Most service
stations have aload tester that will tell
you the exact condition of your battery.
The cost to have this checked is usu-
aly only afew dollars. Thisquick check
will giveyou agood heads up to future
problems before they leave you
stranded out on the water.

5. Make sure all of your other gear
items such astool kits, anchor andline,
mooring lines, fendersand bilge pumps
areonboard and in good working order.
Bilge pumps should be actually tested
by pumping water. Y ou should also
manually actuate your bilge pump float
switch to ensureit isworking properly.
Most bilge pump problems are the re-
sult of faulty float switches.

6. Last, but not |east, check out your

See SOUND ADVICE, page 9
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MS adopts Clean Marina Program

Mississippi and Alabamawill soon havea
Clean Marina Program, thanksto a collabo-
rative effort betweenthe DMR and the Mis-
sissippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium—
with assistance from the marine trade indus-
try, marina associations, recre-
ational boaters and charter boat
marinas in the two states.

The Clean Marina Program
is designed to show that
marina operators in Mis-
sissippi and Alabama can
help safeguard the environ-
ment by using man-

The Mississippi-AlabamaClean Marina
Program is a voluntary recognition pro-
gram. Marinas that choose to pledge,
implement best management practicesand
meet the designated program criteria, will
achieve official Missis-

sippi-Alabama Clean

Marina status.
" The educational
A programwill provide
a pollution preven-
. tion guidance and on-

T J site technical assis-

e — — e

tanceto marinas, local
governments,
and recreational

agement and opera-
tions techniques
that go above and boaters to mini-

beyond regulatory
requirements. The
voluntary program will
launch by spring 2004.

“Thislong-awaited new program will rec-
ognize environmentally responsible busi-
nesses along the coast,” said RhondaPrice,
the DMR’s Clean Vessel Act coordinator.

Clean Marina is a nationwide non-
regulatory program developed by the Na-
tional Marine Environmental Education
Foundation, a nonprofit organization that
worksto clean up waterways for better rec-
reational boating. The foundation encour-
ages statesto adapt Clean Marinaprinciples
tofit their own needs. Mississippi and Ala-
bama join North Carolina, South Carolina,
Florida, Texasand Maryland, as stateswith
Clean Marinaprogramsin place.

alabama.mississippi

mize potentially
negative impacts

on water quality and coastal
resources.

If amarina meets the criteria devel oped
by the Mississippi-AlabamaClean Marina
Program advisory and management com-
mittees, it will be designated as a Clean
Marina. Upon designation asaClean Ma-
rina, a marina facility gains valuable free
publicity as an environmentally respon-
siblebusiness. The marinawill beeligible
to fly the Clean Marina flag and use the
logoinitsadvertising. Theflag will signal
to boatersthat the marinacares about the
cleanliness of areawaterways.

For more information about the Missis-
sippi-Alabama Clean Marina Program,
contact the DMR at (228) 374-5000.

Donated vessel becomes artificial reef

The Gwen Tide. The Gwen Tide is deployed on FH-13.

The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, in cooperation with Mississippi Gulf

Fishing Banks, deployed a 180-foot steel hull supply vessel, the Gwen Tide, onto a
permitted reef site Nov. 28. The vessel was sunk at Fish Haven 13, an areaabout 12 miles

south of Petit Boislsland. The Gwen Tidewasdonated by Tidewater Marinein L ouisiana
for usein the Mississippi Artificial Reef Program. Gulf Stream Enterprises deployed the
vessel.

State Record’
Breakers!

Conventional tackle:

Chris Mosley of Gulfport broke the
state record for Almaco Jack Au-
gust 2 weighing 16 pounds, 11.2
ounces surpassing the previous
record of 15 pounds, 0.166 ounces

set in 2003.

L ' i

Chris Mosley of Gulfport also broke
the state record for King Snake Eel
August 2 weighing 10 pounds, 12.8
ounces surpassing the previous
record of 2 pounds, 6.56 ounces set
in 2003.

Coming soon to a biosphere
near you...

BioBlitz
April 30-May 1

Grand Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve

For info, contact: (228) 475-7047
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Grand Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve

GBNERR reflects on 2003, looks ahead to new year

Now that the year 2003 has come to a -

close, we have an opportunity to reflect

upon avery good year and look forwardto :
future activities at the reserve. After serv- -
ing asmanager of thereserve over thepast :
year and having beeninvolved withthede- :
velopment of the reserve over the past 12 -

Dave Ruple
P years, | have much to reflect upon.

Grand Bay isone of the 26 reserveswithin the national system -
of reserves and the only reserve in the Gulf of Mexico west of -
WeeksBay, Alabama. Establishing thereservewasnot an easy -
chore, taking some seven years from our initial efforts to the -
1999 dedication ceremony. The reserve became areality only :

A strategic planning session was held at Gulf Coast
Research Laboratory in Ocean Springs to make impor-
tant reserve management board decisions.

through the long-time efforts of a dedicated group of volun- - &
teers and proponents. The teamwork required to create there- ©
serve was second to none that | have ever been associated -

with. Astheyear ends, our devoted supporters can ook upon

their effortswith pridein seeing the progress being made at the
reserve. We can be thankful for new public access pointsat the -
Oak Grove Trail, the Bayou Heron Fishing Pier and Boat Ramp, -
our enlarged office space, growing research, stewardship and - f§

education programs and continued support.

Aswebeginanew year welook forwardto anew phaseinour -
development. | anticipate that within a year more than 20 re- -
search projects will be ongoing at Grand Bay. The reserve’'s
federal initiatives such as weather and water quality monitor- - §
ing, coastal training program, Graduate Research Fellowships ;

* Environmental writer Becky Gillette
- (left), Commission on Marine Re-
* sources member Dr. Vernon Asper
- (center) and DEQ Water Quality Educa-
- tion Specialist Janet Chapman (right)
. enjoy the new Bayou Heron Fishing
- Pier. The new pier and boat ramp fa-
> cility was constructed in 2003.

- Thenew complex will serve asanimportant tool in facilitating
> our work at the reserve, but more so, will in itself serve as a
teaching tool. Build-
ings will be planned
and constructed as
“green” buildings,
utilizing state-of-the-
art energy construc-
tion design and envi-
ronmentally friendly
building techniques
and materials. Wewill
utilize standards de-
veloped by the U.S.
Green Building Coun-
cil and we believe the
buildings themselves
will serve to demon-
strate sustainable
building practices in
coastal Mississippi. To
the best of our knowl-
edge, no other public
building in the state
has been built in this
fashion, but we hope
the NERR will start a
trend.

As the Grand Bay
NERR moves forward,
wewanttoestablishan
overall program that
we can all be proud of.

Dave Ruple is the
manager of the DMR/
Grand Bay National
Estuarine Research
Reserve. For morein-
formation about the
reserve, call (228)
475-7047.

and coastal decision-making workshops will continue. And fi- -

nally, planning and construction for a new permanent reserve

facilities complex will begin. The efforts of the coming year will
indeed take the Grand Bay Reserve to the next level.

Students use thereserve as aliving
- laboratory for a science fair project.
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% Seafood Safety Corner

It is an on-going effort of the
Seafood Technology Bureau to
.+ conduct routine and follow-up
inspections of seafood facili-
ties. Itis also
. timefor semi-an-

" nual water qual-
ity sampling for
all certified
© and permit-

ted seafood-
processing
f acilities.

Seafood Technology is
preparing for its program evaluation of the
State Shellfish Plant and Sanitation Program
administered by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) to occur in February 2004.
For fiscal year 2003, the FDA’s Annual Pro-
gram Evaluation Report on the state’ s plant
processing and shipping program statusre-
ports that no illness outbreaks associated
with plant problemsoccurred during thefive
years preceding the assessment. Asare-
sult, the Mississippi Shellfish Sanitation
Program Plant Processing and Shipping el-
ement was not evaluated during FY 2003.

Currently, there are 46 certified and per-
mitted oyster dealersin the state of Missis-
sippi. There are 19 shellstock shippers, 11
reshippers, 3 repackersand 13 shucker-pack-
ers. The fiscal year 2004 program evalua-
tion was done with the 1999 version of the
M odel Ordinance. The Seafood Technology
Bureau will start the transition to the 2002
version beginning in January 2004.

Since January 2003, 12 new seafood fa-
cilitieshavebeen certified by theDMR. The
Seafood Technology Bureau continues to
offer interim HACCP and Sanitation train-
ing to anyonewho wishesto beinvolvedin
the seafood business. This training is to
help the deal ers understand the basics and
get started with their business. They are
advised to attend the formal training course
offered annually by the Association of
Food and Drug Officias (AFDO). Mem-

P, o |

Jeff Davis

bers of the Mississippi seafood industry and
neighboring states are continually served
with thistraining course conducted by the
Mississippi State University Coastal Re-
search and Extension Center in
Pascagoula in collaboration with the
Seafood Technology Bureau. Thenext
course offering will be February 2-5,
2004. If someone has not had HACCP
and Sanitation training or had interim
training offered by the DMR, it isrec-
ommended that they attend the
HACCP and Sanitation workshop
sponsored by AFDO.

There is an open invitation from Louisi-
ana State University (LSU) for the M S Sea-
food Industry to attend their 2nd Annual
Louisiana Food Processors Conference
held at LSU on March 3-4, 2004. Thosein-
terested can contact Terri Gilmer or Shannah
Spencer at (225) 578-5207 or e-mail
tgilmer@agcenter.Isu.edu. This conference
isintended for food processors and those
interested in value-added food processing.

Seafood Technology staff and other DMR
employeesvolunteered their timefor public
outreach activities, which included Cel-
ebratethe Gulf and the Jackson County Fair.
Conferences attended by members of our
staff included: thelnternational West Coast
Seafood Show held in Long Beach, Calif.,
theyear two Oyster Project Planning M eet-
ing held in Tampa, Fla,, and the 27th An-
nual Conference of the Seafood Scienceand
Technology Society of the Americasheldin
Biloxi. Educational and promotional materi-
alssuch asposters, videos, DVDs, and bro-
churesdiscussing post-harvest processing
technologiesfor oystersand seaf ood saf ety
were distributed to the public.

Individually Quick Frozen (IQF) technol-
ogy is not foreign to the local seafood in-
dustry. It isused in shrimp processing and
thistechnol ogy will soon be adapted by one
of our local oyster processors.

Jeff Davisisaseafood officer withtheDMR's
Seafood Technology Bureau.

Two new requirements to
deter illegal sale of finfish

New requirementsto Ordinance 9.004
(I, an ordinance to regulate statistical
reporting and confidentiality of statisti-
cal datafrom marinefisheries, went into
effect November 1.

The two new requirements are:

« Each firm or individual, whether or
not licensed by the DMR, purchasing
red drum, spotted seatrout, flounder
and/or cobiafor resale from commercial
fishermen, will keep a record of quan-
tity and species purchased from each
commercial fisherman and record theli-
cense number of the commercial fisher-
man on the purchasereceipt for inspec-
tion by DMR personnel; and

* DMR enforcement personnel areau-
thorized to inspect any and all seafood
purchase and/or sales receipts from
firms or individuals, whether or not li-
censed by the DMR to ensure report-
ing requirements listed in this ordi-
nance. DMR enforcement personnel
may not reveal confidential information
except asit appliesin violations of the
reporting requirement in thisordinance.

Thenew requirementsarebeingimple-
mented to help prevent the sale of
recreationally caught spotted seatrout,
red drum, cobia and flounder.

Get the latest
information about your
marine resources

SOUND ADVICE, continued
from page 6
trailer. Remember to check wheel bearings,
tires, brake lights, safety chains and cou-
pler. Theboat trailer ismost often the most
neglected item in boating. While you are

atit, check out thetrailer hitch onthetow-
ing vehicle. Thisis often neglected too.

Remember:
WEAR YOUR LIFEJACKET.
SAFE BOATING ISNO ACCIDENT!

Lt. Frank Wescovich overseesthe DMR's
Boat and Water Safety Program. He can
be reached at (228) 432-2820 or (228)
435-1332.

See page 2 for a schedule of free

boating safety classes.
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Students get up close W|th MS marlne resources

Each year DMR staff members from Ma-
rine Fisheries, Coastal Ecology and Marine

Patrol offices are invited to classrooms.——==—

across the Coast to talk to students about
thevalue of our coastal resources. Through
outreach and education, the DMR hopesto
instill in these students a love for our ma-
rine environment and an awareness of our
rich coastal heritage.

“l think it's important to introduce chil-
dren to our native marine species early on,
so that they’ Il gain an understanding of how
our economy and the livelihood of our resi-

dentsdepend on our marineresources,”

said DMR marine fisheries biologist |['=«i /s

Jude LeDoux.

Recently, LeDoux and fellow DMR
marine fisheriesbiologist Mike Rigdon
visited Mrs. Wright's fourth-grade
class at Martin Bluff Elementary in
Gautier, taking with them specimens of
flounder, octopus, Red Drum, sharks,

T CR
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jellyfish, shrimp and oysters. Theclass
was able to see these residents of the
Gulf first-hand and to learn facts such
as how aflounder’s eyes work and how an
oyster eats.

The two DMR biologists received thank
you letters from the entire class. “I really
liked it when you showed that flounder,”
Kain Shumach, a fourth-grade student at
Martin Bluff Elementary, wrote in a thank
you letter to LeDoux and Rigdon. “Itisfasci-

Two of the letters received from Dena
Wright's fourth grade class at Martin Bluff
Elementary.

nating how aflounder’ seyes[are] ononeside.”

Garrett Wilson, also a fourth-grade stu-
dent at Martin Bluff Elementary, wrotein a
thank you letter: “| liked when you showed
us the flounder, ramora the shark suckers
andtheredfish. | didn’t know that ared fish
had a big dot on itstail.”

DMR staff members participated in more

Dena Wright's fourth-grade class at Martin Bluff
Elementary in Gautier.

than 40 educational events during 2003,
reaching out to over 30,000 people, includ-
ing thousands of students, and distribut-
ing information on such topics as boat and
water safety, the importance of wetlands,
the effects of marinedebris, fish commonto
Mississippi’s marine waters and DMR pro-
grams.

“In addition to performing their daily du-
ties—enhancing, protecting and conserv-
ing our marine resources—DMR staffers
also takethetimeto educate students about
the importance of those resources,” said
DMR Executive Director William Walker. “If
students learn to appreciate our marine re-
sources at a young age, we believe they
will grow to bewise stewards of their coastal
environment.”

Local students go global at GIS Day 2003 held Nov. 19

Five schools participated in GIS Day
activities, hosted by The University of
Southern Mississippi onthe Coast, the
Southern Miss Gulf Coast Geospatial
Center (GCGC), the DMR and the Mis-
sissippi Association of Spatial Tech-
nologies (MAST), on Nov. 19 at the
Southern Miss Gulf Park Campus in
Long Beach.

Students from North Gulfport Sev-
enth and Eighth Grade M agnet School,
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community
College West Harrison County Center,
Biloxi High School, Long Beach High
School and Picayune Memorial High

School visited booths, competed in a Jeanne Allen with Planning Systems, Inc. (at po-
dium) was the time and score keeper.

quiz bowl competition and listened to
presentations about geography and geo-
graphicinformation systems(GI S) technology.

DMR staffers Kevin Schultz and Grant

“GIS alows the user to create “smart
maps’ by linking databases to the map
features to make better, informed deci-
sions. The various CRMP stakeholders
are making great stridesin using GISto
inventory, maintain and better manage
i their resources,” said Kevin Schultz,
d DMR's CRMP GIS manager.

GISDay isaglobal event that celebrates
geographic information systems, acom-

Southern Miss geography department’'s Jerry
Coleman (standing) asks MGCCC West Harrison
County Center students (left) and Long Beach High
School students (right) questions during the Geog-

raphy/GIS Quiz Bowl during GIS Day 2003 activities. tgkesinformation from a database about

Larsen gave a presentation to demonstrate
how DM R uses Gl Sto better manage coastal
marine resources.

puter-based tool for mapping and ana-
lyzing objectsand events. GI S combines
the power of adatabase with the visual-
ization capabilities offered by maps. GIS

aplace or feature, such as streets, build-
ings, water bodies, soils and terrain, and

turnsit into visual datalayers. Seeing these
layersenablesplannersand analyststo make
informed decisionsabout their communities.
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Take aBow

Recognizing employees’ commitment to excellence

MP officers graduate from academy

v

John Wite
Marine Patrol officers Jason Ferrill and John White graduated
from the Southern Regional Public Safety Institutein Long Beach
on Nov. 23. Ferrill and White were certified Mississippi law en-
forcement officers through a nine-week basic academy.
Ferrill receivedthe Gene Taylor Award for high academic achieve-
ment in his graduating class.

Legal counsel attend wetlands seminar
DMR legal

.
Jason Ferrill

Education and Outreach

counsel Joseph
Runnels and
Sharon Hodge
attended a na-
tional wetlands
seminar Dec. 4-
5inTampa, Ha,
where they lis-

DMR Seafood Officer Jan Welker (left) and DMR Seafood
Technology Bureau Director Ruth Posadas (right) distribute
educational materials at the Seafood Technology Bureau’s
booth during the Jackson County Fair, held Oct. 18-25 in
Pascagoula. Dr. Linda Andrews with Mississippi State Uni-
versity Coastal Research and Extension Center conducted
a sensory survey of value-added seafood products such
as barbecue shrimp and smoked oysters at the booth.

tened to ex-
pertstalk about
changes to the Joseph Runnels and Sharon Hodge
Clean Water Act and the Wetlands Protection Act.

One theme followed throughout the discussion was the prac-
tice of having all regulation guidance letters issued by federal
agency headquarters(i.e., U.S. Army Corpsof Engineers) require
mitigation to be of like-kind wetlands.

(1/1/90) Dale Diaz
(2/1/91) Clay Boulet
(1/1/95) Gerald Chatham
(2/1/95) Olin Gunter
(1/2/95) Rocky Southern
(1/1/95) Phyllis Davis
(1/1/95) Doug Drieling
(1/1/95) Rita Duvernay
(1/1/95) Kerry Endris
(1/1/99) Rhonda Price
(1/1/00) Melanie Lane
(1/1/00) R.T. May
(1/1/00) Jeffery Payne
(1/1/00) Andy Ryals
(1/1/00) Bill Stover
(1/1/03) Jamie Herring
(1/10/00) Diane Roth
(1/23/03) Cindy Henderson
(1/15/98) Jan Boyd

PA staff attend Photoshop training

Marti Schuman

Lauren Thopson

DMR Public Relations Director Lauren Thompson and Public
Relations Representative Marti Schuman attended Photoshop
7.0 training Nov. 19 and 21 at New Horizons Computer Learning
Center in New Orleans.

Thompson and Schumanlearned new features of the Photoshop
upgrade and how to enhance graphics and photos to look their
best in print.

of our marine resources.

Happy Anniversary!

These anniversaries mark employees’ years of service with the
Department of Marine Resources and the state of Mississippi.

(1/16/85) Donnie Armes
(1/18/02) Jessy Verges
(1/29/01) Wesley Devers
(1/29/01) Ruth Posadas
(2/1/76) Chester Van Devender
(2/1/89) Steve Breland
(2/1/90) Tom Van Devender
(2/1/99) Jeff Clark

(2/7/03) Roy Lipscomb
(2/25/02) Karen Carron
(3/1/90) Rusty Pittman
(3/1/98) Amy Taylor
(3/1/02) Jeff Davis

(3/1/02) Janet Morgan
(3/1/02) Jan Welker
(3/12/01) Evelyn Thompson
(3/17/99) Leo Christie
(3/25/02) Debbie Belk
(3/26/01) Jimmy Sanders

Wethank themfor their dedicated service to the management
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DMR Calendar

January 20

Mississippi Commission on
Marine Resources meeting,
Bolton Building, 1141 Bayview
Avenue, Biloxi, 9 a.m.

February 12

Comprehensive Resource Man-
agement Plan meeting, Bolton
Building, 1141 Bayview Avenue,
Biloxi, 10 a.m.

February 17

Mississippi Commission on
Marine Resources meeting,
Bolton Building, 1141 Bayview
Avenue, Biloxi, 9 a.m.

March 16

Mississippi Commission on
Marine Resources meeting,
Bolton Building, 1141 Bayview
Avenue, Biloxi, 9 a.m.

April 8

Comprehensive Resource Manage-
ment Plan meeting, Bolton Build-
ing, 1141 Bayview Avenue, Biloxi,
10 a.m.

April 20

Mississippi Commission on Marine
Resources meeting, Bolton
Building, 1141 Bayview Avenue,
Biloxi, 9 a.m.

April 30-May 1

BioBlitz, Grand Bay National
Estuarine Research Reserve.
Contact: (228) 475-7047.

May 10-12

5th annual Coastal Development
Strategies Conference, Grand
Casino, Biloxi. For more informa-
tion contact the DMR at

(228) 374-5000.
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Doc’s Fishing Tips

Fred Deegen, Ph.D., Deputy Director
This time of year is always a good time
for fishing the bays and bayous astrout,
reds, flounder and the rest of the
near shor eentouragewill be stationed in
these deeper, warmer waters to Sit out
thewinter. Bouncingasoft plasticjiglike
a sparkle beetle or cocahoe minnow
dowly off thebottom isone sure-fireway

tocoax astrikeout of thesesluggish fish.

- T
If you did not receive this issue of Coastal |
Markers in the mail and would like to be
placed on the mailing list, please fill out be- |
low and mail to: Mississippi Department of|
Marine Resources, Office of Public Affairs, |
1141 Bayview Ave,, Biloxi, MS 39530; call |
(228) 374-5022, ext. 5062; or e-mail

susan.perkins@dmr.state.ms.us. |

Name:
Address:

|

|

|

|

| City: |
|
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